
We must handle the word of God correctly. 
 

 “Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a 
worker who does not need to be ashamed, rightly 
dividing the word of truth” (2 Timothy 2:15). The RSV 
has “rightly handling the word of truth.” 
 Since we will be judged by God’s word, it is essential 
that we correctly handle the word of truth. What are 
some principles that help us to understand and 

correctly apply the Scriptures? 
 
One must want to do the will of God. 
 Jesus said: “If anyone wants to do His will, he shall 
know concerning the doctrine, whether it is from God 
or whether I speak on My own authority” (John 7:17). 

Paul wrote about “those who perish, because they did 
not receive the love of the truth, that they might be 
saved. And for this reason God will send them strong 
delusion, that they should believe the lie, that they all 
may be condemned who did not believe the truth but 
had pleasure in unrighteousness” (2 Thessalonians 
2:10-12). 

 They who prefer not to do God’s will, misapply 
Scripture and reject the truth. 
 Thus, first of all, our attitude must be right. We 
must really want to know and do the will of God. 
 
We must consider all that the Scriptures say 
about a subject. 

 Satan quoted and misapplied Scripture when he 
tempted Christ. Jesus replied, “It is also written” 
(Matthew 4:7). Errors can result from insufficient 
knowledge of the Scriptures. An electronic Bible with a 



search function can help us find all passages about a 
certain topic. 

 
We must know who is speaking, to whom, when, 
where and why. 
 Gods says to Job’s three friends, you “have not 
spoken of Me what is right, as My servant Job has” 
(Job 42:7). Thus, we must keep in mind that what the 
friends say is not always true. 

 Noah was told to build an ark and Peter was told to 
catch a fish to pay his taxes. We understand that 
these commands were personal and do not apply to 
us, although we can learn certain truths from their 
experiences. 
 

A correct distinction must be made between the 
law of Moses and the gospel of Christ. 
 We are now under “the law of Christ” (Galatians 
6:2), “the perfect law of liberty” (James 1:25). Christ 
came to establish a new covenant that was different 
from the old covenant (Hebrews 8:6-13). Paul refers 
to the old law as a “ministry of death” that was 

replaced by the gospel, “the ministry of the Spirit,” 
“the ministry of righteousness” (2 Corinthians 3:5-11). 
“But now we have been delivered from the law, having 
died to what we were held by, so that we should serve 
in the newness of the Spirit and not in the oldness of 
the letter” (Romans 7:6). 
 People who fail to make this distinction, incorrectly 

apply old-covenant teachings to the church of Christ. 
 People who make a distinction, but incorrectly, 
sometimes fail to realize that certain things in the New 
Testament are part of the old covenant. Since the 



testament of Christ took effect at His death (Hebrews 
9:16, 17), many things in the Gospels still relate to 

the old covenant. On the other hand, some say that 
certain new-covenant teachings of Christ in the 
Gospels do not apply, by claiming incorrectly that they 
are part of the old covenant. A correct distinction must 
be made. 
 Others have mistakenly thought that the Old 
Testament is no longer important since we are not 

under the old covenant as a law. Covenant law is only 
one of the ways that we are instructed and guided by 
the word of God. It will be explained later how certain 
things in the Old Testament still apply to us and how a 
correct distinction can be made. 
 

We must accept the Scriptures as a complete 
guide. 
 “All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is 
profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for 
instruction in righteousness, that the man of God may 
be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good 
work” (2 Timothy 3:16, 17). 

 The Scriptures are normative. We may not go 
“beyond what is written” (1 Corinthians 4:6). 
“Whoever transgresses and does not abide in the 
doctrine of Christ does not have God” (2 John 9). We 
must “contend earnestly for the faith which was once 
for all delivered to the saints” (Jude 3). 
 

All that we teach and do must be authorized by 
the Scriptures. 



 Since the Scriptures equip us completely for every 
good work, something is a ‘good work’ only if it is 

authorized by the Scriptures. 
 Something can be authorized in various ways. 
 
Authorization is given by a command that applies to 
us. 
 Jesus commanded: “Go therefore and make disciples 
of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the 

Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching 
them to observe all things that I have commanded 
you” (Matthew 28:19). Although He said this to His 
apostles, we know it applies to us as well because He 
continued, “and lo, I am with you always, even to the 
end of the age” (Matthew 28:20). 

 God’s commandments include more than those 
portions of Scripture that are in the form of a 
command. Paul told the Corinthians: “If anyone thinks 
himself to be a prophet or spiritual, let him 
acknowledge that the things which I write to you are 
the commandments of the Lord” (1 Corinthians 
14:37). This also applies to the teachings of Christ. 

When He said: “If you love Me, keep My 
commandments” (John 14:15) and “He who has My 
commandments and keeps them, it is he who loves 
Me” (John 14:21), this is not limited to things Jesus 
said that are in the form of a command. This includes 
all His teachings, in the Gospels and also via His 
apostles and the other New Testament writers. 

 
Authorization is given by a normative example. 
 A normative example is actually a ‘command’ in the 
form of an example. We are shown what to do and 



how to do it. When Jesus said, “teaching them to 
observe all things that I have commanded you,” more 

is involved than direct commands. After He washed 
the disciples’ feet He said, “I have given you an 
example, that you should do as I have done to you” 
(John 13:15). Peter explains: “For to this you were 
called, because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us 
an example, that you should follow His steps” (1 Peter 
2:21). John affirms: “He who says he abides in Him 

ought himself also to walk just as He walked” (1 John 
2:6). 
 The church at Jerusalem “continued steadfastly in 
the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, in the breaking 
of bread, and in prayers” (Acts 2:42). How the first 
church functioned, is a pattern for us to follow. 

 Paul wrote to the Philippians: “Brethren, join in 
following my example, and note those who so walk, as 
you have us for a pattern” (Philippians 3:17). 
 Not everything in the Scriptures is intended as a 
pattern. Paul went to Corinth. This does not mean that 
every Christian must go to Corinth. For something to 
be a pattern, the Scriptures must indicate in some way 

that it is normative. 
 Paul wrote to the Corinthians: “Now concerning the 
collection for the saints, as I have given orders to the 
churches of Galatia, so you must do also” (1 
Corinthians 16:1). 
 Although we are not under the old covenant, Old 
Testament examples are a source of instruction for us. 

James wrote: “My brethren, take the prophets, who 
spoke in the name of the Lord, as an example of 
suffering and patience” (James 5:10). 



 The Old Testament teaches us many important 
principles and is a great source of knowledge, insight 

and understanding, even though it no longer applies 
as a covenant. “For whatever things were written 
before were written for our learning, that we through 
the patience and comfort of the Scriptures might have 
hope” (Romans 15:4). 
 Something can be prohibited by a negative example. 
With regard to Israel in the wilderness, Paul wrote: 

“Now these things became our examples, to the intent 
that we should not lust after evil things as they also 
lusted” (1 Corinthians 10:6). “But with most of them 
God was not well pleased, for their bodies were 
scattered in the wilderness. Now all these things 
happened to them as examples, and they were written 

down for our admonition” (1 Corinthians 10:10, 11). 
 
Authorization is given by a necessary inference from 
Scripture. 
 God expects us to draw logical conclusions from the 
Scriptures. 
 When the Pharisees condemned Jesus’ disciples for 

plucking grain on the Sabbath, He asked them: “Have 
you not read what David did when he was hungry, he 
and those who were with him: how he entered the 
house of God and ate the showbread which was not 
lawful for him to eat, nor for those who were with him, 
but only for the priests? Or have you not read in the 
law that on the Sabbath the priests in the temple 

profane the Sabbath, and are blameless?” (Matthew 
12:3-5). Jesus expected them to draw logical 
conclusions from these examples. 



 When the Sadducees challenged the doctrine of the 
resurrection, Jesus told them: “You are mistaken, not 

knowing the Scriptures nor the power of God” 
(Matthew 22:29). He went on to ask: “Have you not 
read what was spoken to you by God, saying, ‘I am 
the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of 
Jacob’? God is not the God of the dead, but of the 
living” (Matthew 22:31-33), “You are therefore greatly 
mistaken” (Mark 12:27). Although the passage does 

not deal with the resurrection, it requires a 
resurrection logically, and therefore teaches that there 
is a resurrection.  
 
We learn from God. 
 Often it is a matter of instruction rather than direct 

commands. “I will instruct you and teach you in the 
way you should go; I will guide you with My eye” 
(Psalm 32:8). “Blessed is the man whom You instruct, 
O LORD, and teach out of Your law” (Psalm 94:12). 
“For He instructs him in right judgment, his God 
teaches him” (Isaiah 28:26). “And they have turned to 
Me the back, and not the face; though I taught them, 

rising up early and teaching them, yet they have not 
listened to receive instruction” (Jeremiah 32:33). 
 Only those who are taught by God can be Christians. 
Jesus said: “It is written in the prophets, ‘And they 
shall all be taught by God.’ Therefore everyone who 
has heard and learned from the Father comes to Me” 
(John 6:45). Paul wrote: “You yourselves are taught 

by God to love one another” (1 Thessalonians 4:9). 
 God’s word must be in the heart of a Christian. “‘The 
word is near you, even in your mouth and in your 
heart’ (that is, the word of faith which we preach)” 



(Romans 10:8). “Receive with meekness the 
implanted word, which is able to save your souls” 

(James 1:21). To have the word of God in our heart 
we must be taught by God through the Holy 
Scriptures. They equip us for every good work only if 
God’s word motivates our lives from within. 
 
We believe God’s testimony. 
 “If we receive the witness of men, the witness of 

God is greater; for this is the witness of God which He 
has testified of His Son. He who believes in the Son of 
God has the witness in himself; he who does not 
believe God has made Him a liar, because he has not 
believed the testimony that God has given of His Son. 
And this is the testimony: that God has given us 

eternal life, and this life is in His Son” (1 John 5:9-11). 
 
We learn the will of God from blessings and 
curses. 
 Jesus said: “Blessed are the meek, for they shall 
inherit the earth” (Matthew 5:5). Although this is not 
in the form of a direct command, we understand that 

God wants us to be meek. 
 Paul wrote: “If anyone does not love the Lord Jesus 
Christ, let him be accursed” (1 Corinthians 16:22) and 
“But even if we, or an angel from heaven, preach any 
other gospel to you than what we have preached to 
you, let him be accursed” (Galatians 1:8). From this 
we know that we should love the Lord and refrain from 

preaching a different gospel! 
 



We learn the will of God from conditional 
promises. 

 Jesus said: “For if you forgive men their trespasses, 
your heavenly Father will also forgive you. But if you 
do not forgive men their trespasses, neither will your 
Father forgive your trespasses” (Matthew 6:14, 15) 
and “Therefore whoever confesses Me before men, 
him I will also confess before My Father who is in 
heaven. But whoever denies Me before men, him I will 

also deny before My Father who is in heaven” 
(Matthew 10:32, 33). 
 Although these statements are not in the form of 
commands, we understand that God requires that we 
forgive one another and confess Christ before men. 
 

We learn the will of God through parables and 
allegories. 
 Jesus “spoke many things to them in parables” 
(Matthew 13:3). 
 Paul said of Sarah and Hagar: “Now this is an 
allegory: these women are two covenants” (Galatians 
4:24 RSV). 

 Much of the book of Revelation is allegorical. In 
some cases we are specifically told what certain things 
represent: “And there were seven lamps of fire 
burning before the throne, which are the seven Spirits 
of God” (Revelation 4:5). In other cases the meaning 
can be determined from similar language in other 
parts of Scripture. 

 



We learn the will of God through statements of 
truth. 

 Although we are not under old-covenant law, simple 
statements of truth in the Old Testament remain true. 
Most of the Proverbs apply to us because they are 
simply statements of truth. “Whoever spreads slander 
is a fool” (Proverbs 10:18). “He who restrains his lips 
is wise” (Proverbs 10:19). “He who trusts in his own 
heart is a fool” (Proverbs 28:26). From these 

statements of truth we know that we should not 
slander, that we should restrain our lips and that we 
should not trust in our own heart. 
 Much of the teaching of Christ consists of statements 
of truth, such as when He said: “Therefore whoever 
humbles himself as this little child is the greatest in 

the kingdom of heaven” (Matthew 18:4). 
 
How can we use the word of God correctly? 
 First we must want to do the will of God. We must 
consider all that the Scriptures say about a subject 
and we must consider who is speaking, to whom, 
when, where and why. We must correctly distinguish 

between the law of Moses and the gospel of Christ. We 
must accept the Scriptures as a complete guide. We 
must require Scriptural authority for all that we teach 
and do religiously. Authorization is given by a 
command that applies to us, by a normative example, 
or by a logical conclusion based on Scripture. We learn 
from God and believe His testimony. We learn the will 

of God from blessings and curses, from conditional 
promises, through parables and allegories, and 
through statements of truth. 



 “Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a 
worker who does not need to be ashamed, rightly 

dividing the word of truth” (2 Timothy 2:15). 
Amen. 
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