
We will be judged 
by the word of God! 

 The Lord Jesus Christ “will judge 
the living and the dead at His 
appearing” (2 Timothy 4:1). “For we 
shall all stand before the judgment 
seat of Christ” (Romans 14:10).  
 
Everyone will be judged on the 
basis of God’s word. 
 “God will judge the secrets of men 
by Jesus Christ” (Romans 2:16). Jesus 
explained: “And if anyone hears My 
words and does not believe, I do not 
judge him; for I did not come to judge 
the world but to save the world. He 
who rejects Me, and does not receive 
My words, has that which judges him 
- the word that I have spoken will 
judge him in the last day. For I have 
not spoken on My own authority; but 
the Father who sent Me gave Me a 



command, what I should say and 
what I should speak” (John 12:47-
49). 
 Jesus came to save the world. 
When He returns He will judge the 
world. But what does He mean by “I 
do not judge him”? His judgment will 
not be arbitrary. Judgment will be 
based on the word of God that we 
have been able to consult beforehand. 
 “For we must all appear before the 
judgment seat of Christ, that each one 
may receive the things done in the 
body, according to what he has done, 
whether good or bad” (2 Corinthians 
5:10). 
 To obtain a driver’s license in most 
countries, one must pass a written 
test. Usually a manual is available 
with the traffic regulations. 
 God’s word enables us to prepare 
for Judgment Day. Paul wrote to 



Timothy: “But you must continue in 
the things which you have learned 
and been assured of, knowing from 
whom you have learned them, and 
that from childhood you have known 
the Holy Scriptures, which are able to 
make you wise for salvation through 
faith which is in Christ Jesus. All 
Scripture is given by inspiration of 
God, and is profitable for doctrine, for 
reproof, for correction, for instruction 
in righteousness, that the man of God 
may be complete, thoroughly 
equipped for every good work” (2 
Timothy 3:14-17). The Holy 
Scriptures equip us completely for 
being well-pleasing to God. 
 The traffic regulations are carefully 
studied to pass a driving test. Is it not 
wise to diligently study God’s manual 
for Judgment Day? 



 Paul continues in his letter to 
Timothy: “I charge you therefore 
before God and the Lord Jesus Christ, 
who will judge the living and the dead 
at His appearing and His kingdom: 
Preach the word!” (2 Timothy 4:1, 2). 
 The word must be preached so 
people can get ready for the 
Judgment. 
 
God’s word can be understood. 
 We will be judged on the basis of 
an understandable guide. Paul wrote 
to the Corinthians: “For we are not 
writing any other things to you than 
what you read or understand. Now I 
trust you will understand, even to the 
end” (2 Corinthians 1:13). 

God has spoken clearly. God told 
Israel: “For this commandment which 
I command you today is not too 
mysterious for you, nor is it far off. It 



is not in heaven, that you should say, 
‘Who will ascend into heaven for us 
and bring it to us, that we may hear it 
and do it?’ Nor is it beyond the sea, 
that you should say, ‘Who will go over 
the sea for us and bring it to us, that 
we may hear it and do it?’ But the 
word is very near you, in your mouth 
and in your heart, that you may do it” 
(Deuteronomy 30:11-14). 
 It is not enough to pass a written 
test to obtain a diver’s license. We 
must also be able to drive! 
 Nor is it enough to know the 
Scriptures. God’s word must guide our 
lives from day to day: “The word is 
very near you, in your mouth and in 
your heart, that you may do it” 
(Deuteronomy 30:14). 
 



God’s word is the guide for our 
lives. 
 We will be judged according to 
how we apply God’s word. “But God 
be thanked that though you were 
slaves of sin, yet you obeyed from the 
heart that form of doctrine to which 
you were delivered” (Romans 6:17). 
 God’s word is a form of doctrine - 
this can also be translated, “a pattern 
of doctrine” - to which we must 
submit. The form is the norm. The 
form does not adapt itself to us. We 
adapt ourselves to the form! 
 Jesus foresaw that many would 
listen to His words without obeying. 
On Judgment Day such people will be 
disappointed: “Not everyone who says 
to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter the 
kingdom of heaven, but he who does 
the will of My Father in heaven. Many 
will say to Me in that day, ‘Lord, Lord, 



have we not prophesied in Your name, 
cast out demons in Your name, and 
done many wonders in Your name?’ 
And then I will declare to them, ‘I 
never knew you; depart from Me, you 
who practice lawlessness!’ Therefore 
whoever hears these sayings of Mine, 
and does them, I will liken him to a 
wise man who built his house on the 
rock: and the rain descended, the 
floods came, and the winds blew and 
beat on that house; and it did not fall, 
for it was founded on the rock. But 
everyone who hears these sayings of 
Mine, and does not do them, will be 
like a foolish man who built his house 
on the sand: and the rain descended, 
the floods came, and the winds blew 
and beat on that house; and it fell. 
And great was its fall” (Matthew 7:21-
27).  



 God’s word will judge us for what 
we have done. We must follow His 
instructions. 
 
We do not have a right to our own 
interpretation of God’s word. 
 “And so we have the prophetic 
word confirmed, which you do well to 
heed as a light that shines in a dark 
place, until the day dawns and the 
morning star rises in your hearts; 
knowing this first, that no prophecy of 
Scripture is of any private 
interpretation, for prophecy never 
came by the will of man, but holy men 
of God spoke as they were moved by 
the Holy Spirit” (2 Peter 1:19-21). 
 The traffic regulations have been 
expressed in understandable 
language. When you drive you are 
expected to understand and obey the 
rules. What if a policeman stops you 



for driving 170 kilometers per hour 
where only 100 is allowed? May you 
say, “That’s just your interpretation”? 
What if you are stopped for driving on 
the wrong side of the road? May you 
say, “My opinion is that I may drive 
on the left side”? 
 The same applies to the Word of 
God that will judge us on the last day. 
God has spoken clearly. He requires 
that we understand and obey. 
 We may deceive ourselves with 
our excuses and our own 
interpretations that twist, obscure and 
evade the clear meaning of God’s 
word, but we cannot fool God. “For 
the word of God is living and 
powerful, and sharper than any two-
edged sword, piercing even to the 
division of soul and spirit, and of 
joints and marrow, and is a discerner 
of the thoughts and intents of the 



heart. And there is no creature hidden 
from His sight, but all things are 
naked and open to the eyes of Him to 
whom we must give account” 
(Hebrews 4:12, 13). 
 The day is fast approaching when 
we all must appear before God in 
judgment. 
 “Then I saw a great white throne 
and Him who sat on it, from whose 
face the earth and the heaven fled 
away. And there was found no place 
for them. And I saw the dead, the 
small and great, standing before God, 
and books were opened. And another 
book was opened, which is the Book 
of Life. And the dead were judged 
according to their works, by the things 
which were written in the books. The 
sea gave up the dead who were in it, 
and Death and Hades delivered up the 
dead who were in them. And they 



were judged, each one according to 
his works. Then Death and Hades 
were cast into the lake of fire. This is 
the second death. And anyone not 
found written in the Book of Life was 
cast into the lake of fire” (Revelation 
20:11-15). 
 Thus, it is extremely important 
that our name be “written in the book 
of life of the Lamb” (Revelation 13:8). 
Jesus is “The Lamb of God who takes 
away the sin of the world” (John 
1:29). Only through His sacrifice on 
the cross can we be justified when we 
appear before God in judgment. 
Amen. 
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